
	  

	  

May 4, 2015 
Rube Goldberg Would Be Proud 

Make a simple thing so complex no one can follow all the twists and turns and it 
becomes an art form.  Rube Goldberg was a genius at this. He designed an alarm 
clock that had so many steps, twists and turns, some of which relied on the laws 
physics, i.e., a ball rolling down a ramp, hitting a lever, which strikes another widget 
which hits a row of dominoes, which startle a rooster, which makes the rooster crow, 
and the chicken lay an egg, which then rolls down a ramp… well, something like that.  

You know, you can physically make a ball roll down a ramp, spiral, etc., and strike 
this or that, triggering this or that other, and then it partially relies on the fictional 
physics of a rooster crowing and the hen laying the egg…  

The idea behind Goldberg’s designs was humor. He made things that should have 
been simple, so complex, so fraught with possible errors (what if the rooster didn’t 
crow right on time? What if hens don’t lay eggs the moment a rooster crows?) that a 
failure in the down the line process would bring failure to the stated intention of the 
design.  

Hold that thought.  

Your Call is Very Important to Us, Please Stay On The Line… 

You know the voice on the other end of that is a robot, and that robots don’t give a 
crap about you or what issue you were phoning to complain about or report.  Further, 
you know that if your call was “Important” (and you, by extension, were also 
‘important’ to whomever you were calling) they would have a Human Being answer 
that call, not a robot that gives you the runaround and bad “holding” music for hours 
on end, right?  

Hold that thought.  

A Woman Writes to Assistant Secretary of Child Welfare 

…regarding the death of a 3 year old little boy in Florida, one of hundreds of deaths 
of children over the past few years because of DCF following the exact same policies 
and protocols as set out in Casey Family Programs, policies and protocols that have 
led to the deaths of even hundreds and hundreds more children previously, deaths 
from which nothing was learned because there are no changes to the extremely 
dangerous practices that leave children in the care of their abusers, rapists and 
worse, who eventually murder them, all because Casey Family Programs will not 
deviate from it’s Mission to Keep Children With Their Families, even when those 
families are the most dangerous place on earth for those children.   

And now, with this particular death, caused by again, the same practices, and with 
the child being Native American, ICWA being used as the shield to both the tribal 
government to shrug off any responsibility for the child’s death and no requirement to 
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answer any questions from any investigation into the death of that child; while also 
enabling the agencies that failed to follow through on multiple reports from multiple 
individuals about the abuses that child was suffering, the writer sent a very thorough 
and detailed email to the agency head that was supposed to be giving a crap about 
the children and she received the following answer (My notations will be in BOLD): 

From: "Thomas, Janice" <Janice.Thomas@myflfamilies.com> 
Date: April 28, 2015 12:59:46 PM EDT 
To: (Name REDACTED) 
Cc: "Vallese, Kriss" <Kriss.Vallese@myflfamilies.com> 
Subject: Ahziya Osceola Case 
 
 
Dear (Name REDACTED), 
  
Thank you for contacting us with your concerns regarding the tragic loss of 
Ahziya Osceola.  Please know that your concerns are very important to us 
and we take our role in child welfare very seriously. 
 

Sounds robotic, doesn’t it?  
  
As Secretary Carroll stated in his testimony to the Senate Children, Families 
and Elder Affairs, the circumstances surrounding this case were extremely 
complex. In an effort to more fully understand the events leading up to and 
surrounding Ahziya's death, the Secretary has deployed a Critical Incident 
Rapid Response Team (CIRRT) to conduct an in-depth investigation of what 
occurred so we can work to prevent future tragedies from occurring. 
 

Rube Goldberg would be proud. A child dies as the result of being left in the 
home where he was repeatedly being abused. The simple answer would have 
been to remove that child and get him to safe keeping. But the policy is to 
leave children with their abusers. So they claim it is ‘complex’. Complexity is 
built into the system, by design, to make it fail, while absolving all in authority 
of any responsibility. A system so complex that the silly public could never 
‘understand it’. So they talk down to you and treat you like a silly person for 
even asking.  
 
Note also the CIRRT. Remember the “Strike Team” sent into Spirit Lake by the 
BIA? Their job was to shred documents for weeks on end to prevent any 
investigation. Could the CIRRT be any different?  
 
How does it take a CIRRT to tell anyone that leaving an abused child in the 
home where he is being molested and beaten, a bad idea? Is it really that 
“complex”? Or is it just designed to be that way? 
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The CIRRT team is composed of experts who are examining all actions in the 
cases involving Ahziya.  When that investigation is complete, the report will 
be available on DCF’s website at www.myflfamilies.com/childfatality/ under 
CIRRT data. 
 

Yes, and what of the hundreds of children who are killed every year in Florida 
under the same flawed policies and practices? If they didn’t change in 2009 
when over 200 children were murdered while in care, and they clearly have not 
changed in the 6 years since, resulting in hundreds more child deaths each 
year, what faith can we have that this “TEAM” will actually be anything more 
but another whitewash?  

  
The death of a child is a loss we all feel deeply. Communities need advocates 
like you who are willing to stand up for the children who need us most. Thank 
you for your email and your advocacy on behalf of Florida's most vulnerable 
children. 
 

The writer is willing to stand up for the children, but apparently those in 
authority are not.   

 
Sincerely, 
  
Janice Thomas 
Assistant Secretary for Child Welfare 

 
Compliance 
 
Here is where we see the biggest flaw in the system. The agencies all have to be in 
compliance with Casey Family Programs or whichever clones of CFP are operating 
as the middleman between government and the agencies charged with protecting 
the children in each state and county.   
 
CFP and the others have designed a trick to both keep children in their fatal 
situations and absolve all higher-ups in the agencies of any accountability.  They 
make the abuser or rapist, the addicted or the alcoholic, and it doesn’t matter if they 
are felons or not, sign a piece of paper where they ‘promise’ not to abuse, rape or do 
drugs or be drunk to/in the presence of that child any more.  
 
I’m serious. That is what they do.  
 
Soon as that paper is signed, the case is CLOSED. That’s right. They don’t even 
follow up. The case is closed. That absolves all the higher-ups of any responsibility 
because they can’t be responsible for a file that is closed.   
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Get it? And when that child is murdered, because the case was closed (typically that 
day), the agency doesn’t have to count that murdered child as a child murdered 
while in care.  Neat, huh?  
 
That was one of the ways George Sheldon, when he was head of DCF in Florida in 
2009, he felt he only needed to count 69 dead children, instead of the more than 200 
that occurred that year.  Keep in mind that the 69 dead count that year exceeded the 
sum total of the other 49 States combined.  
 
Florida is one of the States where Casey Family has had the greatest foothold for 
the longest time.  
 
Self-Declaration 
 
CFP always declares their policies and procedures are a roaring success. They use 
numbers too. They use numbers that show more and more kids are being kept with 
their families.  They never count how many of those kids continue to be abused or 
who are murdered.  
 
CFP in my book, has been a scam since Day One. It has siphoned off millions of 
dollars, hundreds of millions of dollars, every year, that could better be spent actually 
providing care and services to children at risk.  
 
Their practices are called “Differential Response” (DR) and “Alternative Response” 
(AR), in that they don’t do what one would logically think of doing, such as removing 
a battered child from abusive hands.  
 
Others are starting to notice. Scathing reports are coming out that point out the 
fallacy of DR & AR practices (as if hundreds of dead babies in each State that 
practices compliance with CFP or their clones, is not enough).  
 
Daniel Hempel wrote a thoroughly researched piece in June of 2014  
 

“According to the report, children whose parents had benefitted 
from twice as much social work time, $400 stipends and a 
philosophy that stresses family strengths were more likely to be 
reported for child maltreatment and become victims of 
substantiated abuse or neglect. 

 
This controverts 20 years of evaluations and assurances that 
children involved with differential response-type (DR) programs 
across the country were as safe or safer than children who 
received traditional child protective services.” 
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“….Propelled by popularity within the child welfare ranks, glowing 
evaluations and continuous promotion by some of the most 
powerful players in the field, DR took off. Since 1993, when 
differential response was first launched in Missouri and Florida, it 
has spread to as many as 30 states, sometimes in clusters of 
counties and, in others, state-wide. 
 
“…..In a special issue dedicated entirely to DR that ran in an 
academic journal called Research on Social Work Practice, 
Hughes, Rycus and colleagues claimed that the evaluations 
consistently cited to sate nerves over child safety and tout DR’s 
overall effectiveness were at best inconclusive and at worst 
marketing tools used by “knowledge monopolies and research 
cartels” bent on proliferating the growth of an unproven practice.” “ 
 

I strongly urge you to read the entire article and all of the links therein to get a much 
clearer picture of what independent research into these practices and the 
agencies/organizations that are profiting from them, and the impact this has on the 
communities and the children who are failed, by design, and for profit.  
 
Keep in mind: This research was out in 2014. And this month, with the death of yet 
another child from the same failed and frankly illogical policies of leaving children in 
the care of their abusers and then closing the files, with no follow ups and no 
accountability, leads Janice Thomas, Assistant Secretary for Child Welfare, to 
stupidly ponder the lint in her navel as she decides a ‘Critical Incidence Rapid 
Response Team’ should look into this.  
 
The incident was ‘Critical’ when the abuse was reported, and each time it was 
reported.  There is something cruelly oxymoronic in calling this a ‘Rapid Response’ 
Team.  The kid is dead. A ‘Rapid Response’ was at least a year too late.  
 
But hey, maybe I’m looking at this differently than is Janice Thomas. Maybe the 
‘Critical Incident’ is not in fact the child in danger, but the embarrassment of the 
agency being caught once again, repeatedly closing the files on children who are left 
in the care of their abusers.  Maybe what the CIRRT will do is find a way to bury the 
accountability and make it so she and the rest of her CFP trained hacks can keep 
their taxpayer funded jobs and pensions while more children endure more abuse, 
rape and damage, possibly leading to their murder, while CFP, NICWA, the BIA, 
FBI, DoJ, HHS, DCP and all of the Alphabet Club attend conferences and hand 
themselves awards.  
 
Another article of interest, even more scathing in it’s findings is an article written by 
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Daniel Hempel the following November of 2014: 
 

Titled: Harvard’s Elizabeth Bartholet Takes on Differential Response 
 
The paper is selective, focused almost exclusively on DR’s 
shortcomings. It relies heavily on her earlier work criticizing what 
she calls “extreme” family preservation policies. And, in the 
absence of “radical social change,” it provides an unpopular 
solution to the existing child maltreatment threat: matching 
increased resources for families with an increased use of the 
coercive powers of the state to impose rehabilitative services, and 
when that fails, faster termination of parental rights. 
 

In other words, removing the child to safe keeping instead of waiting for the child to 
continue in abusive care, or to be murdered.  I call it “Common Sense”.  How that is 
deemed “Unpopular” is simple: Those with a lot of political power are benefiting from 
the system failing the children while profiting the DR/AR Organizations, such as 
Casey Family Programs.  
 
In other words: She puts the safety of the child first. She puts the authority behind 
requirements for parental rehabilitation as essential for the parent to keep their 
parental rights.  That requires enforcement and that requires money.  CFP and their 
clones have ‘saved States Millions of Dollars” by only requiring an abuser to sign oa 
promise written on a piece of paper, and then closing the file on that child.”  
 
We have to choose between actually protecting children and in increasing the 
lucrative profits of DR/AR Middleman Organizations such as Casey Family 
Programs and ChildNet, and Bush Family, and the whole lot of them.  
 
Personally, I think it will be both less costly in the immediate future to protect the 
children and in the long term when we have healthy, productive, well-adjusted adults 
as the result of intervention.  
 
Meanwhile, Speaking of Abusers 
 
The ACF continues to use abusive, bullying and intimidating tactics to try and 
discourage Thomas Sullivan from doing his job as he is the only one in that entire 
agency that is not under the spell of Casey Family Programs and their political clout. 
He is the only one daring to write Mandatory Reports.   
 
He has laid out the history of abuse in a 29 page document in what I see as a 
preliminary to a huge lawsuit that is going to rock the entire agency and several 
other agencies if he or his family follow through with it. You can read it all here.  
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After you read it, you’ll realize how upside-down is our government and Justice 
Departments that this could happen in the first place, much less be ongoing for this 
many years.   
 
The Stone will turn. When it does, what is revealed will be revealed to all, and all will 
be held accountable.  
 
The Truth is known. It is becoming harder and harder for the corrupt to bury and the 
incompetent to pretend they are unaware.  
 
Accountability will lead to Justice and Justice will lead to healing.  
 
The victims will begin to heal and we as a nation, will begin to heal.  
 
But we must pursue Accountability and Justice.  
 
Feel Free to write to Janice Thomas, for starters. But also, get in touch with all 
political elected officials from your PTA to your President, State and Federal. 
Demand Accountability and demand Justice.  Notice that she doesn’t have a 
government email account? Yeah, privatizing is creeping in, siphoning off funds from 
children at risk.  Ask her what connections she has to Casey Family Programs, 
ChildNet, or any of the other DR/AR organizations. Ask why she doesn’t have a 
government email address to go along with her government title.  
 
Feel free to drop me a copy of her responses to you. I’m sure they will be identical, 
but just for funzies, y’know? 
 
Well, you know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 

 


